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Resurgence of 
COVID-19Pathology Lab Completed   

One of DCMC’s most trans- 
formational developments in recent 

years – a new pathology lab – has finally 
been completed. 
          Under the leadership of DCMC 
pathologist Dr. Leonard Mlemwa, MD, the 
eagerly awaited pathology lab is situated 
in a remodeled space behind the main 
hospital and is fully equipped to provide 
both cytology and histology services. 
DCMC will no longer have to send samples 
eight hours away to a lab in Dar es Salaam, 
reducing the wait time for results from up 
to three weeks to just two to five days.  
 

           “This changes everything for us and 
our patients,” said Dr. Mlemwa, whose 
team includes two lab scientists and one 
lab attendant. “We now can provide faster 
diagnosis of patient samples, which will 
help us respond more quickly with proper 
treatment and care.” 
           Moreover, this is now the only 
pathology lab in Central Tanzania, 
positioning DCMC to potentially provide 
pathology services for up to 24 other 
health facilities in the region. “Through 
word of mouth we will grow, and it is our 
goal that lab revenue will become a big 
part of DCMC’s sustainability,” said 
Dr. Mlemwa. 

Our mission is to ensure high-quality, compassionate, Tanzanian-led health care for the people of 
Central Tanzania by developing the capacity and sustainability of Dodoma Christian Medical Center.

Tanzania has been 
experiencing a 

resurgence of COVID-19, 
and DCMC has been 
inundated with patients 
coming for care. At times, 
half the hospital beds 
have been filled with 
COVID-19 patients, many 
requiring extensive care 
and oxygen support. 

Early on, DCMC asked 
for urgent PPE support, 
and your response was 
overwhelming. In just 
days, more than $20,000 
was donated, giving 
DCMC nearly 2 months 
of badly needed PPE 
supplies. Thank you!

DCMC thanks you for 
helping keep staff and 
patients safe during these 
challenging days!

The remodeled path lab space, all equipment, and several months of supplies were 
made possible through a generous $65,000 grant from an individual donor.  

Special thanks to MedLabs (MI) and Global Health Ministries (MN) for help  
sourcing and shipping all equipment.  THANK YOU!

DCMC is now 
home to the only 

path lab in a  
5-hour radius

Join us 

for a virtual  

Tour of DCMC 

See back page 
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TUNE IN
 to our May 1 virtual 

event to see inside the 
eye clinic!

www.dthd.org

TUNE IN

     People throughout the region 
are coming to the newly opened clinic 
for specialty eye care, many for the first 
time in their life. Offering a full range of 
services, from basic vision tests to cataract 
surgeries and an optical shop, Dr. Edmund 
Mushumbusi, MD, an ophthalmologist and 
Director of the Eye Clinic, is confident that this 
clinic will help improve eyesight for thousands 
and enhance the medical center’s outreach. 
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New Eye Clinic 
Opens for 
Service 
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Furnished with state-of-the-art 
equipment, the eye clinic team is able 
to perform laser and cataract surgeries, 
as well as general eye care.

Scholastica, 
age 8, visited 
the eye clinic 
for an exam 
and left with 
new glasses.

Dr. Mushumbusi, Director of the Eye Clinic, 
conducts an exam prior to performing 
surgery.

Why I GIve 

 “A Christian hospital like 
DCMC, offering world class 
health care to people who 
have no health care, is a good 
movement to get on board with 
if you want to make a positive 
difference for people’s mind, 
body, and soul.”  
– Steve and Cheryl Michel,

 monthly donors (Plymouth, MN) 

Thank you to  all our donors 
bringing health and hope to 
thousands!

Monthly 
Donations spread 
the impact of your 
giving and help 
sustain our mission 
year-round. To 
set up a recurring 
donation, go to 
www.dthd.org/give 

Dr. Charles Yancey, MD/PhD (second from 
left), ophthalmologist and DTHD board 
member, traveled to DCMC in March to 
work with the eye clinic staff and review 
the equipment, all of which he generously 
sourced and donated to DCMC over  
three years.



Dental Clinic Prepares for New Future 
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W ith new hires and additional equipment, DCMC’s Dental Clinic is readying 
itself for the future as Dr. Charles Rabemahefa, its long-time director, 

prepares for retirement. Most significantly, two new dentists -- Dr. Marco David and 
Dr. Saganda Emmanuel -- have been added to the team to strengthen capacity and 
serve patients. “I am so proud of the Dental Clinic and am certain it will stay strong 
and grow even more in their good hands,“ Dr. Rabemahefa said. 

Please Give
Online:     www.dthd.org
Venmo:     @DTHDmn
Cashapp:  $DTHDmn

Mail a Check:
8085 Wayzata Blvd. #103
Minneapolis, MN 55426  

For stock and estate gifts, 
please contact DTHD 
directly.

763-432-6589
dthd@dthd.org 

Dr. Charles Rabemahefa (center) with 
new dentists Dr. Marco David (left) and 
Dr. Saganda Emmanuel (right).

Prices for many basic medications and supplies have 
increased in Tanzania an average of 10-50% in the last year, 
primarily due to the stoppage of international imports 
during the pandemic. This has impacted DCMC’s ability to 
purchase in bulk. Thanks to grants from Calvary Lutheran 
Church (MN) and Growing Hearts of Africa Foundation (NJ), 
the pharmacy has been able to purchase quantities of 
medications and supplies to help restabilize its stock and 
sustain patients’ continued trust.

Grants Boost the Pharmacy

“The support that the pharmacy has received has come as a huge 
blessing, and it has had a very positive impact on the medical 
center.” – Bora Makuta, Chief of DCMC Pharmacy

Every day, vast 
resources are needed at 
DCMC to ensure that 
hundreds of people can 
receive the high-quality, 
compassionate care 
they need and deserve.

How You  
Can Help

Special thanks to Westwood Lutheran Church (MN) and   
Zion Lutheran Church (OR) for generously supporting the Dental Clinic

Left: DCMC’s new dentists began 
serving patients in February.
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DCMC has been working nonstop since  
the New Year to care for a surging COVID-19 
patient population, which, sadly, has included 
some ill colleagues and friends in the mix. It’s 
been a tense, emotional time for them, but YOU 
are getting them through it. Your gifts have kept 
life-saving PPE items (masks, gloves, antibacterial 
solutions, etc.) in stock, supported overtime  
salary for tired nurses, maintained the momentum 
for other transformational initiatives like the path 
lab and eye clinic, and more. Our gratitude runs 
deep for your continued support and care for 
DCMC’s staff and patients, and for your steadfast 
belief in the future of DCMC. THANK YOU!  

   – Anne Hussian 
       DTHD Executive Director

Special thanks to Growing Hearts of 
Africa Foundation for its $97,982 grant to 

purchase several urgently needed items  
for DCMC: 4 ventilators, 1 ultrasound, 1 nebulizer, 

15 oxygenators and humidifiers, pharmacy 
meds, and more PPE. When news of this was 

announced at DCMC, the staff responded with 
awe-inspired clapping and high-fives! 

Our Gratitude Runs Deep
SAVE the DATE
On May 1, tune in for a 
10-minute video tour of 
DCMC in action! Go to

www.dthd.org for details and 
to view the video.

hMAY  
1ST

SAVE the DATE

Thank you for supporting
Dodoma Tanzania Health Development

Connect with DTHD

http://dthd.org/give/#.XcGYty-ZPOQ
https://www.facebook.com/dodomatanzaniahealthdevelopment/
https://www.instagram.com/dthd_org/
http://dthd.org/

